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Introduction 










































Carr’s book, though well-written and still indispensable to any- 

paying too little attention to his ideas and their impact on the 

ous discussion of The Knouto-Germanic Empire and the Social Revolu¬ 
tion, and Statehood and Anarchy is not even mentioned, though 















use of force is the only way yet devised of eliminating the ten- 
the ideal of the unity of civic and political society [that is not 

to the goal of the ideal society. Our century has seen how the 
distant future, and eventually the despotism which was to lead 








the Real World, and on Man) (1871). Second, it is similarly curious that Baku- 
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Bakunin’s Dialectic and the Critique of Speculation 









Nausce (Nausea) (1938). Sartre writes there of those figures who hit 















Nation (Addresses to the German Nation) (1807-08), for example); something 























in La questione slava (The Slavic Question) of 1867. 19 ) Nevertheless, from lia¬ 
ble" [48-49/57] (and his conviction now is that the State is precisely 





































Negative only its leveling [Verflachung]" [26/44], since they are blind to 
that is beautiful and holy” [26/43], they justifiably (on their own terms) 

[22/41]. Thus it can be said that “by the very fact that they are Positive 
they have the Negative within them” [27/44]. 





“true destiny” [25/43]. 57 

people, from the stupid and uneducated mob” [28-29/44-45]. 






talitdtzuergreifen, um die Wahrheitzu haben]” [32-33/47]. 

34/48]. But, according to Bakunin, this difficulty can be overcome more 









five, which is its encroaching dialectica/phase. The Negative^ 
determining the life of the Positive itself, alone includes within 
itself the totality of the contradiction, and so it alone also has abso- 
lute justification [35/49]. 58 





ligion of freedom" [36/49-50]. 

lack of principle [37/50], 

sense, but, crucially, attempt to “rob it ... of its vitality” [37/50], The 

nen]” [38/51], 






1.6 Objections 


















































of humanity” [50/57].) 

more dismal children" [49/57]. 





sion, too [51/58]. 47 ? P 

1.9 The Negative Dialectic 

























completion by no means through a formal application and diffusion of theories al- 





from the merely philosophical standpoint.) While Kelly is correctly dis- 




























<57> 










tion [“philosophy” would be a better word] of [the post-1842] 
Bakunin [on the other], Hegel’s and Schelling’s interpretations 
were contemplative in the sense that the understanding of his¬ 
tory was for them the most important cathartic exercise in 


























Hegel's GymnasiaI Lectures (of April 1838). Del Giudice concludes that “The 

















authority, was no longer willing to accept anything on faith, 
and, separating itself from the actual world, and immersing itself in itself, 
wished to derive everything from itself to find the origin and basis of 
knowledge within itself. “I think, therefore I am”. Here is how 


This “new philosophy”, Cartesian anthropocentrism, brought about an 
apparent contradiction between the subject and objectivity, and resolved 
it unconvincingly from the subjective standpoint with a little help from God. 

-and 











conditions of his finite understanding and of the finite goals of 
his finite, arbitrary will. He does not know, poor fool, that the 
actual world is superior to his wretched and powerless individuality , he 
doesn’t see that sickness and evil lie, not in actuality, but within 
himself, in his own abstraction . 87 

sides here with Hegel over the pre-Hegelian Kantian tradition, which 
includes Fichte: that is, he already sides with the objective idealist over 
the subjective idealists by, at the most fundamental, recognizing the re- 
sistance of “mighty ... natural and spiritual actuality" to its ingestion by 
the “wretched and powerless" subject. (This distinction between ideal- 
isms is, as I have pointed out above, lost on Kelly.) Indeed, Bakunin’s ob- 

though it is socialized and, to a limited extent, naturalized) already 




the subjective — or that the “subjective” is simply of the “objective” — 

mortality) (1830). Note the following pronouncement: “it is of the utmost 


<67> 






















< 70 > 













penetrating as it was ruthless. Opposing liberty to authority ... 
he boldly proclaimed himself an anarchist [in Qu’est'Ce que la pro- 
priete? (What is Property?) (1840) and elsewhere], and in the face 

ply call himself an atheist [in Systeme des contradictions economiques 
(System of Economic Contradictions) (1846) and elsewhere]. 108 

firstly, in the destruction or negation of the political. This negation is already 

sistence on the “absolute incompatibility” of political authority and free- 

ies” who, “while admitting the dangers of authority, nevertheless hold to 
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“alchoughM 




Lehning (Leiden: E.J. Brill, 1981), p. 132], Thus Adamiak classifies Marxism as “a statist 

o/Right, p. 163 (5267)]) (on the dubious basis of which Marxism identifies itself as genu- 


































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Bakunin’s Naturalism and the Critique of Theologism 




2.1 The Totality of Nature 

better still, the totality of actuality. It is not merely the totality of real things 





albeit only superficially) the early thought of Wittgenstein — that is, if 

totality of facts, not of things"; “What is the case — a fact — is the exis- 





























terms, causality]”. 12 





















also one or identical. . . This identity is demonstrated by the 
incontestable fact that if a man thinks at all, whatever his 

same laws [that is, the laws of his nature], and this is precisely 

be one. 23 § § 


















































Such is the logic of materialism. 40 “It is", as Bakunin puts it, 
“a wholly natural development from the simple to the com- 
plex, from the lower to the higher or the inferior to the supe- 
rior; a development in conformity with all our daily expert- 

eral directiveness that accounts for the fact that the inorganic 
did become organic, as a result of its implicit capacity for or- 

differentiated and metabolically self-maintaining and self- 
aware, as a result of potentialities that made for highly devel- 

“there is a natural tendency toward greater complexity and sub- 





uct of an indefinite combination of material causes, [so] how did the idea 















































ing-by-itself [Bei'Sic/i'Selbst'Sdn ]”. 67 


















river, and later still in the sun, in the moon, in the sky. [Thus] Religious 









































< 137 > 


































































































with the additional feature that it is the appropriate object of 
awareness not called into action by sensuous affections, but in 
some manner directly constitutive of its object, or at least di- 

Thing'in'itself, the Noumenon, 

therefore all point to the same sort of unapparent source of all 
that is apparent, in which Kant profoundly believes .. . I25 








































“behind the back of consciousness ”. 134 (At the level of World History, 





der Religion (Lectures on the Philosophy of Religion) (first edition, 1832) on 
























































light, that is to say, from the relative point of view, but 
h, [when] envisaged and posited in an absolute manner, as 
nly foundation and first source of all other principles,... 
mes completely false. 151 


accusation that Marx “cannot free [himself] from the 



















able feature of humanity's domination of the natural world ". 160 In the fanatical 


of man by nature" entails the domination of human by human as the 
earliest means of production and the use of human beings as in- 






























































< 177 > 


































































tion der Philosophic (Provisional Theses for the Reformation of Philosophy) 
(1842) and GrundsUtzc der Philosophic der Zukunft (Principles of the Philosophy 





rat.) 





[or subject]". 205 











[but] now we must renew the study of it, taking nature as the point ofde- 







Philosophy must again combine itself with natural science and natural 
science with philosophy. This combining, based on mutual need 
and inner necessity, will be more lasting, more successful, and 
more fruitful than the previous mesalliance between philosophy 
and theology [that is, more fruitful than metaphysics ]. 210 





























called sense-immediacy ”. 219 Is this true? And even if it is true, is it prob- 






Essence of Religion) (delivered 1848-49; published 1851) laid the founda- 











































































DerEinzigeundseinEigentum (The Ego and Its Own) (1844) was published — 





five (Course on Positive Philosophy) (1830-1842), bears a striking resent- 

politique positive (System of Positive Polity) (1851-1854). The reason for all 


< 207 > 




















































































































should first be reduced [before the introduction of further 
“special education"] to what constitutes their essence — that 
is, to their principal methods and most important results. It is 







< 227 > 










































RemafeingSoriety (Montreal: Black Rose Books, 1989), p. 32] This argument will be 
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if ill Jill I I 




























































and Wishart, 1975). p. 328. 

Principles of the Philosophy of the Future ,, 
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